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tr skyisn and the Labor iarty: : 
on Trotsky wrote in 1938, "The Fourth Intemational is mow the only interna- 
tional orgenization which not mily takes cle:rly inte account the driving forces 
of the Mmperial ist epoch but is armed y ith a eystem of trensitional demands which 
6 Capable of uniting the masses for & revolutionary strucele for pover"®. (From 


he Foreword to "The Renae .emy-of Capitelism.and the Tasks of the Fourth Inter~ 
ational). é 


nder the he ding "Objective rrercquisitce for a Socialist Revolution’ (fmm the 
ath Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the Fourth Int'l."), the founding Con- 
renee of the Fourth Intcrnational discovercd, “The economic prercquisitc for the 
\letarian revolution hes already in rencral achieved the highest point of frui- 
on thet can be achioved under capitalism, lLankinds' preductive forece stapnatos 


‘Democratic regimes, as well as fascist, stagger on from onc ces red to anothor# 
IB ID) 


urthor, undor the heading, "The rroletarict ond its Lerdershipe", they cont inuc, 
The chicf obstacle in the path $f trensforming the tro-revolutsouney into a re- 
lutionary strtc is the opportunist character of prolct-rian leadership: 
ts petty~bourgeris cowardice befcrc the big bourgeoisie and its perfidioug con- 
action with it cvon in its death agony.” 
The multi-miliioncd msscs again and again enter the rod of rovolutione Bat 
ach’ 4 they arc blocked by tho ir ov conservative burcaucratic machincet 
33 iD 
der the howding, "The Ninimm iroprem ind the. Trensitional Frogrem', Trotskyism 
nds & bridge.” It is necossary to help the misseor in the process of the daily 
egle to find the bridec between present demmds cond the ercialist program of 
revolution. This bridec should include a system of transitionnl domonds, 
waing’ from tdaytg emditiona 2nd freui todays’ consciousness of vade layers of 
op working class and un-lterably leading t- one fins] cmclusion: 
conquest of power by the prolete-riat." No Icsr. 
the United States, the program of Trotskyism revolves “round the propaganda for 
6 oresnization of © labor rarty. It docs not matter to Irotekyiem thet Labor 
wtics in the U.S», Inelend, Gorminy. (‘/cim-r Republic, end before Var I, under 
Kaisor) Franos, Italy etc. ctc., which wore and “ro the Partios of the 2nd 
crnational, prevent and have always prevented the “unity of tho massce for the 
volutionary struggle for power;" and seck t» revive the "stagmating forces of 
duction of capitalism’, ami prop up stagcering "democratic" regines by fascist 
oomic measures (state capitalist nationalization), iebor Porties on a werld 
ale arg the obstacle, which is "the m icf obstacle in the p-th of tr-nsforming 
6 prceerevolutionary int> 2 revolution=ry st-te" (Stalinism included), ‘The 
rships of labor rartics, and their budding conterp:rts in the U.S. are the 
Ty ones who are characterized for their petty-bourgeois cowardice before the big 
urreosie and their perfidiows connection vith it.even in its dosth agony. The 
tbor kortics and thoir tr de union le-dership, with their conserv-tive burcan- 
atic m:chincs block the mosses from t-king ‘the road to revolution again snd 
in'. ‘The labor purty therefore is nct the bridge between "present dem-nde and 
sxcinlist program of the revolution", as the Irctskyitos so clibly state, 
it, rether the bridee between the rorkers ant-conism to the capitalist stxtc, on 
S one hand, and the need of the capitalist state to rect in the support of the 
rkcre for its system of cxploitetion, fcr its vers, for its colonial oppress- 
on, thrwcgh the lebor eorty. 
tekyism (Cannon & Shactman) is well avarc tht the British lebor Farty, for 
mple, porfoms the duty of rescuing British Impericl iem from its death agony, 
centr->lizine production throuch notionilization, mencuvoring by chanrine the 
idical relation of the colonies «nd dominions to the mother oppresror 
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(Englani), and demagogically proparandizing thir as the millenium of frecdom for 
the colonial oppressod. ‘Trotekyism (Cannon & Shectmen) is well aware thet tho 
British Labor rarty is busy: prep.ring English Imperioliem with its American porte: 
nor, the UeS.e Imperialism and their competitor, Russicn Imporieliem for Imperi:l-- 
ie$ War III, Trotskyism is -ware of; tne frct tht tho sumtotel of the purposes 
of a Labor rarty arc, "presorve capitalism’, on rs 
Trotsityism (Canon & Shactman) mow the. petty treacherous character of labor pore 
tics in the U.S... Tho. morican Labor iorty, for example, which began its existence 
by supporting ths representative of bic Capitnl, Rocsevélt, and to date supported 
& represtntativée of smaller capital, “allacc, continually, makes deals botyeen 
tm Ropublican and Democratic ward heelers ond their masters, and .bove all was 2 
patriotic defondcr of American Imporinlism in War Ile Now, under purely Stelinist 
tutelace it clings still to that part of the C.1.0g burcaucracy friendly to Ruesian 
Inper it lisn. igi emis: eS : i oe 

The same is csscntinlly, true of the Libercl iorty, which is also a "Labor" party, 
but antag mist te t> Russia, and friendly tc Social Democracy, based on the Dubin. 
_ Sky-Hollander combinations 3 f : 

The Trotskyites also knw that at a cortain stage, lnbor Fertyism inevitably fusce 
. directly vi ith the bourgeosic, ., e212 illustration of that was the liquidetion 
‘of the isconsin Fermer-Labor Federation into the Republican rarty In 1946, 

The Trotskyites are well aware of the facts therefore ,, thet labor bartics, eupport, 
defénd, and prop up, the. capitalist econonys capitalist democracy; ‘exploitation 
of the wage-workers; end Imperial fet je j es 
Knowing all this, thy do the Trotekyites (Cannon and Sho otren) advocate a Labor 
farty8° The Trotskyites answer, "We are not scctarisns; we connot remin isoleteds 
we mst follar the mss movers nt." Since, however, with the victory of Truum in 
the .presidentin1 gloctions, the Labor icrty iden hee been. dumped by the more 
"radionl": ColeOsy Md .eFel leaders for a morc practicol policy of interration in 
the Democratic. Party, the mascs ere noving in tht cirection. lie sugeost thet 
the Trotsky{tcs abandon their Labor rarty scetorisnism end join the Demoerntic 
Fortye f fe”: oe 

The nore "sciontific’ and erudite amonc the Trotskyites onsivers “Their is a em 
tradiction between the objoctive :prercquisites for rev-lution ani the subjective 
imaaturity of the Jmorican Workers." Therefore, whot dothe Trotekyitcs PYCPoec, 
& wevolutionary venguerd party that shall, st All costs, crgenize and agitate the 
working ¢inss for the revolutionary ain ef Sccinlisng Oh, No3 The Tretskyitcs 
propose @ Labor Party to harmonize with the Subjective immaturity of the tneri- 
can workcsrs According to ther; this labor rarty, “na national, not a loezl scale, 
mind ym, will be the vohicle thrweh whioh the yorkers +422 .€0 beyond eapitalisn 
end establish Socialism, (tmrkors and f-rmers governnentt ) 5 
In other words, they sproad the lie tht counter-revolution can be reformed into 
revolution (a la Labor Farty). ‘Trotskyism flies in the face of history and cf 
prescnt political ro ality. eae 

We must characterize Trotskyisn, (beth of the Cannon and Shactmn vericties) as 
an obstacle on the Road to the rroletarinn Rovrlution, deceuse it advoextes a £O= 
litical instrument whose only ain is t> snve 2 dying system, capitalism; because 
it does not paint tho instrumentality of the Labor Farty in its truc light; be- 
causs 1%, (Trotskyism) is \cll informed on the trecehcrous milo of labor porticss 
Jot, because of 2 fatal political wenknoss, (lack of understanding of the role of 
@ revolutionary porty and consequent fo ¥ of tho tasks involved) fecre ierlation 
and. passes to the opposite oxtrem, ° the policy of liquidation into the comp 

of ths Capitalist Labor Fronts g 5 * 

The prercn by,contr=st,of International Left Cormunisn is the only base upon . 
which a revolutionwy party. and International en be costructod. 1 


bcs 
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What We For 


ImOur conception of the world and the sccicty proper to it is that of Larx's seicn 


tific Socialism, . . . rake SB ; 
a-Por ths reconstitution of a Revolution ry Internation=l against the Internation- 
als of Betrayal (Sseial Democracy, Stelinisii, Trotskyisr) 

Seigcinst collaboration with the bwurgetis snd psoude=prictarian parties which 
uphold the false aml deceitful banner of "true democracy", Therefore we sppose 
tho “united frat" whith js 2 front >xpposed te the working cliss.e : 
4-t7¢ denounces as counter-revolutioncry, evory movenent thich, with on eye to 
easier agitation and 6lectcral success views perlianent-ry cecisione as uscful, 
During electoral campaigns ve continue the agitetion for the goncrei historic xine 
of the working class. ‘ie do not toke the least responsibility for the pecudes 
proletericn parties (Stalinist, Sodalist, Trotskyite or ieboritc), 

5=The trede unions of the Cyle0. Ma .eFele, Rodlromd Brotherhwods mad * Independ= 
ent Unions", are pert of the lemal apparetus of the Capit-list St-te. Working 
class unity will be achievod on the basie sf the platform of the party of the rea 
volution, and, under its leadership, within those orcrniens, crested in the ro- 
vival of the proletarian class strucele. : 

6-The formtiorkers are the olass=brothers 0f the Industri. torkers and rmet bo 
won t2 4 position of class-s>lid.rity. 

% £32 .80-ce]lod hdverients of colonial ‘Independence have an Iper ia st bases 
Thre Goes no. exist for the ontonial ata semfteaaeat drein, any Joncor, the 
Puoblen of & botivedois revolution, The nly Road de pr-letorian evolution, * 

8 Te proletar int met ork-ece the cefe + of its om bourgeosie and ite satell- 
foetal the ‘ndvinéed “inthe tind sdotbrs “cf Work eapttolfedy ne well ns for the - 
defuat “of its ‘om boteecostt tihd-satellites in‘ the eclonid) Gnd sernicotonial ‘- 
aeces of world top italism, in tine sfwnar, °°: ‘- ven ete 
iths doleas “of the biurgeosid, %h ‘A orld conde Peccomplished through the civil 
Ware of “the proketsrict, under the midence ond Londerchip of-¥he Hevclut fonary °° 

borne ional ashy, Wid] be the botinnine of tho Srcinlist Reoveant aut ten of Bo- 

Clety dudes Shp itatwmerip ‘of the ky letaniete- - 2. ee Rie 

Ivete uicvatorshiy of the poletarint, vill scrve“aa’ the’ traneitich t> 4ho clnece 
less ‘sotiety OF Bocialisc, whero the Btete vill ceore to cxinw, an’ Govoriiss 
and Tyranny, tht. histor of the past. — gece 9 A ice = mee ' 
IJ-The Dictatorship of the rrqlct-rict is not te be wnderstocd as a cfensc of the 
'Sovist Union, On the emtrary, the Dictstership of the Frolet-ri-t will arife 

in Russiz, which is nw 2n Daperialist Strtc, through Socialist Revolutions 


Deda 
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Civil Wars and Imperialist Rivalries in 
Burma Malaya and Indonesia 


The civil wars which actually unroll in Burra and Malaya have the some limite as 
the Viet-Nem, the struggle of the Republic of Indonesia age inst the Dutch Crom, 
tho bloody moverent of the Fhilippine Hukbulahaps against the pro-Ancrican covern- 
mont of the ex-collaborator Roxs. 


In shaking the power of the traditional impordalisms, the Japancec invaeion at thc 
same time brought to life the inextricable social contradictions of those backward 
regions of the world. ‘The political life, formerly, was limited more or loss, to 
the friction of difforont ethnic proups, wnder the complacent eye of the colonial 
powers, has assumed considerable sconce Now nationalisms are born, conceal ince 
complex social forces, oscillating between Imperialiet influence, on the one hand, 
ard violent rivals, om the other, serving willingly, or unwillingly one or the 
other. In all cases, powerless to resolve the problems posed ‘at the start, 


{hs nationalism of the Javanese Intelligonte ix dremsp of unity of tho Islands ant 
2 Mniterkamp? which would include territory a8 far es the Colobes, under occupy 
tion by Hollgmds ‘ 


the nationalism of the Chinese id-Malayané, in the unions and in thx Chanbere of 
Gormores = rejecting the Statutes as "tod fagorable to British Imperial istt', Claire 
ing the atatus of a Dominion united with Singaporo. 


Thc nationaliem of tho motley anti-fascist leaguo of Burma, devoid of a solid fo- 
cial base, since it is not indigonos to Burre. Neither is ite capitalist class. 
pikewisc, neither js its middle strate native to Burm. 4 netionelisn infinitely 
Gisunited in the free of tho probleme raised by the task of power. 


As ferocious ant roactidnary as the imperialism it combats, this nationalien has 
deatroyed tae India-rubdbor plentations; the oil wells of Java; encicsed in tac 
starved villages of tho Philippincs 4,000,000 terrorized farmers, ovorshador ing 
the pillage and extortion in Burma aml Meloya. é 


Quixotic and ecrvile at presont, it plane industrialization and a war of epceore 
made of damboo under the surveillance of Holland, to save the delegates of te 

WeiwlsOo It token Mandsiay for the center of tho world, and believes the Barncsc 
Cestiuy is to discover *a third form of socialisn, intermediate between Enclieh 
Goclalism? and Ruselan Socialism? While trembling at the indisposition of the 
very anglo-~imerican financiers that they have necd of, 


One finds the radical wing of nationalism in Burma and in Malaya, to be the Moscar 
Communists, 2s im Furope, the Indies ami the Yhilippinse. Their organizations 
throw themselves into the movement of the exploited of tho supe mrefineries, the 
Enilippine o42-avorkers; Chineso and Hindu aileell workers, the mincrs of tho lead 
and stiver minos; the Chinsse tin workers, and lialayen rubber plents.tion wor'orle 
In these countries, where the cost of living is 6 to 7 times hicher than ‘be fore 
tho war, they have not conbined wage-corenis vith anti-inperialist propagenda, 


Thoy have hichli¢hted the division of land to the peasants of fontrai Buenas and 
‘ndependence to the mountain tripss of the border country Thoy have not ehrintk 
frm any political compromises fram any sodai devagogy; tras any nistoric fairer 
nerd, in order to carry out against the English bencits, the fight of Rucsian 
Inperialisns 


Burma was due to be granted its independence in face of tho agitation during the 
Japencee surrender, Wow, it renounces its espirations in ordar to remain in tac 
Cormmonmvealth., ..t the beginning of this year it constituted itself. as & fodovetod 
autonmious republic, with its capital at Rongoon, Theking Mu, its premier, con~ 
sidored 2 modorate socinlist, He procletmed in June 1946, "the. furmesc wieh to 
follow the soviet ideology." ’ : 


Not that this roformor, attacped to the liberal acninistration of Burma, tradi~ 
tionally corrupt, was 2 comrmmiste On the contrary, tv Burmese corrmnist pam 
ties were thrown successively into illegality in dune $946, then, in October 3946 
under the anti-fascist lescue to which it belongog, Bat nationalism in a back~ 
ward country, as we have seen in Central Europe, de. eoupedsed to resort. to the 
mosh modern forms of State Capitalism, Sustained by s>-u-tled Marxist principle, 
the Bagmese promicr stated their ain "t> literate ourseiver from the yoke of 
capital and private property." They wish to extend the nationalization without 
compensation to the foreigners and to force from London the fisca! contrai of the: 
country in order to give it to the swcailed native official capitals 


Only, the creat appetites of those "propressive’ Burnese strikes acainet there 
Selves, ..8 a matter of fact, the new state, as independent as it may sCCrleceeces 
will remaln in the financial apparatus of ingloejmerican’ Inperialiste for ite roe 
construction, j.ctually, it is not able to rely on an indigenous capitalien, the 
root. cmec of the breaking apart, like Tito in Europe. 


This is the. breaking ~ apart which manifcstr iteelf- in » manner almost burlesquee 
in the war of the covernnent of Rangoon ar*inst the insurrent Commmnists tho to= 
day contro] almost a third of the country. Both still-bern, on the identical 
basis of an aggravated nationalisn, ..t any rite, the Corrmnists have the propae 
(ands advantage of an “extremist position, which nore ani nore attracts the syne 
pathy of 2 population violently anti-Enclieh. Wherons the arty and police ie ure 
sct by the desertions tc the ener, While the rebels influence the miners unions 
and the peasants, the oivil apparatus of the State is oapelled to drain its pom 
smnol ‘in ordor to crcanize itself into a uilitery commam, fhe ninistrics ro~ 
Bicned oe aftor another in order tr o> xff to the armics; ts threatening a 
"political" orisis 2f a truly new ch-ractors 


Therefore, with one blow, the government which yosterdey confiscated an Enciish 
Mevigntion company, throwing Londons' City into jitters, hesitates charactor is~ 
tically, while it believes it can build an independent and "procressive" Burnie 
It finds itself involved up to its neck in a conflict in thich the real interosts 
at stake are clearly established: The 80,000,000 pounds the Mnglish have inves- 
ted in the forests; electricity and transport; the petroleum of Burma O11, the 
commerce %f the Steel Brothers. ' 


In Malaya, the situation is rch more sinuple, but aleo less rich in savoury lces= 
omé, ‘The countr}, in effect, remains as a colony. ‘The Statute of the Feceration, 
prormigated in 1947, maintains intact the English authority incarnated in the 
High-Coumissioner, Frofiting fra the troubles of the Sultans, more cr less com 
prouisod during the Japanese occupation, Enclant started to linit thelr preroga= 


* .$ivese This does not stop then frm receiving the eupport represented by the 


political indolence of the Malayans tho constitute the persant clase and the 
parasitic aristocracy, It is in the Chinese circles, contered in the villages, 
and representing for another reason, the mjorit; of the totel pomiation, and 
possesting an important part of the capital of the country, that thors developed 
an opposition to the Statutes, Fron which the Communist uovercnt, actualiy in 


6 
open rebellicn, pushed to the extrere the nationalist derende. 


But the State apparatus ide ee the tracitional ani solid Soxdtiial apiabeti 

The Hich-Cormiissioner is mobilining rcenforcerents from Hone-Kong; recalling — 
troops from England, sending the Layake, head hunters of Borneo into action against 
“the plan of Communist insumrection through which they wish to inetall the Sovict 
republic of lalaya." 


England has on armed mistress to defond its economy. The Nalayans, with their 
exports of Tin and India-rudbor t> imerioa (which in 1947 amounted to $284,000,000) 
enjoys & preponderan’s role in Anglo-American relations - that is to say, in tho 
tendency of British Imperialism to resist Yankee Impericl iene 


The spectacle of the sordid strugrles of Impericlism is rendere@ st413 more sordid 
by the fact of the presence of a proletariat, relatively developed, it is tie in 
these countrics, The part that it tekcs in events, blended in the nase oF cthor 
claeses, mancuvored by the forces of Russian Imperialism (moreover, by a naticnal~ 
independence, of which the emptiness, economic and historic, is show in the Bur 
nese” extmuple ) is a noy proof of the appalling defeat suffered by revolutionary 
~oocenndaa im the world. “Revolutionary Communism will be reborn only when the 
Ercupe who strive to rerain a class position, understand equally that it je time ~ 
to break with the falso line of "Liberty of the peoples to dispose of theriselves"* 
(sclZ-dotermination of the pecples). They imst cease + tne the destiny of the 
proletariat of the backward countries to their native exploiters, that is, to the 
Inperialist powere. It is tine to take @ position, truly internationalist. and 
socialist. : ; 


Translated by De Atkins 
from publication of French Fraction 
L"Internationaliste - Oct. 1948 


State Capitalism enc the Classes — : 
The conduct of the taporialist war was differentiated fro that of all previous 
wars, not only by the dimensions 2f the conflict md by its devastating effects, 
mt in addition by. the fxot tht in every cnintry actively engaged in’ the inper=- 
falist war the whole sf ecsnomic Life had to de: subordim:ted to var purposces * - 
In forncr conflicts the bourgeosic cmd carry them on nercly by providing fundes 
The world war, however, attained euch huce proportions and affected such highly - 
developed countrics that uoncy alone did nat enffice. It became essential in. 
this wor that the stocl industry devote itself entirely to the mking of heavy 
funs,'whose calibro was céntimally being cniargeds that coal’ should be mined for 
War purposes alone; that metals, toxtilcs, hides, evorything shold be eripleyed 
in war service. Naturally, thorsfore, the createst hope of vict ry wae for 
whichever of the State Capitadict Trusts could boet horness production end transe 
port to the chariot of ware : ‘ 


How was this to be achieved? lanifestly, the only yy in which it ¢ould be achice 
6d.was by the complete centralization of production, It vould de neocssary to © 
arrange things in such a way thot production wuld fo on encothly; that i+ vould 
be woll organized; that it would be cntircly under the control of the Pighta oe 
that is to say of the Gonernl Staff; that all the orders of those wearine cparlu 
ots amd stors would be carried out. : ~ 


How ould the bourcgeosie do this ? The motter vas quite simple. To thot’ end 
it 1ms necessary thet the bourceopiec should place priv.te pro¢uction, irivately ¢ 
owned trusts and nyndiontes, at the disposal of the crpitalist robber State. 
This is what they did for the duration of the war. Indurtry was "nobilizcdt and 
‘militarized’, that is to sy it was put under the orders cf the t-te of tho 
miiitery authoritiess “But ho" ¢,pone of our re~dore till ack", In that vay the 
bourgeoei¢ would surely forfeit its inece? That would be nationnlizgstiong Then 
' everything hes heen hended over to the Strate, where will the bourceosic cone in, 4 
and how will the espiteliets reconcile theuselres to such. condition of ‘arfairee™ 
It is sn actwil fect tht the bourcgersic agreed to the arrengerent, But there is 
nothing very remarkable in that, for the privately ovmed syndiertes and truste 
were art handed over to the *wrkers et-tc, but to the Mrorinlist St-te, the State 
which belonged to the bounrcopic, las there anything to elern the bourgeosie in 
each a prospect? The capitalists simply treneferred the ir poscesions froma me 
bo¢ket-%> another; the posestions remincc -s l-rpe as evore® 
We zmst never forcet the class cheractcr of the State, The State tuet not de 
conceived’ as-constituting a “third pover standing above the clasecs; frou head 
to foot it ie/avckas# organizations Under the dictatorship of the workers it te 
a working-class org.nizations Urider the dominion of the beurgfessic 14 15 just’ os 


da Pin sta ]y ah. OCs ormanization as-is a trust orn syridicatec. § 
beer a} 


We sec, then, that then the hourgeosie honded*over the privately ormed smmdicatcs 
and trusts so the State, di hendod then over te ite om State to ‘the robher canie 
tagist state snd mat to the proleterion stotey eenstqucntly it had ne*hi yr to 
dose by the change, Ie 4 nob precited: the same thing +. a mauntnetisc +, 

Wan we Mey 6213 Schnia ov Guith, thethor heereasives uie peo fics (fri the 
Gxynving house of 8 syndicrte, cr frou tho ftate tonki wer frm losing by the 
change, the bmrgcosite: sctuajiyminede Th “840 oria beomase, Grouch thé © 
Stite centralization of industeyr, the war radhine wed oncbicd te wark fo betier 
efiect, and thers’ vas a creater oknnec 7f trinndnt the sar oF RON. 


It is not surprising thorefore th:.t in wiy AGL onpdicliet ecuntrfer, ‘there 


took place during the war a devolopment of State capit-lisn in the place of the 
capitclism of private syndicates or trusts. Gormny, for exsmple, gained neny 
sucesssés and was able fora lengthy porfoc to resist attack frai enemies of 2 
groatly eupsrior strength, simply because the Gcrimn bourccosic was so sueccssful 
in tho organization of its Stato capitalisn, - + 


The change to Stats ca italism was effected in various woys. In nest CAaBee, & 
Stato-ncnoprly of production nd trade was instituted. This implied tmt produce 
tion and trade were placed wholly in the hands of the bourgeois ftatc, Souetincs 
tho transf ormtion was not effected all at once, tut by installments. is took 
place when the state mercly bought sone shores of the syndicete or trust. 


4n enterprise in which this hed token pl.ce ts half privete and milf a St: te 
affair, but the bourgoris state held tho leading strings. urthortiorc, evon when 
cortcin enterprises remained in priv.te had, they were often subjectcad to coverne 
nents. control. Sone enterpriscs wore by specinl legisl-~tion freed to buy their 
raw materials from certain others, while the lattcr hod to sell to the forme jn 
Bpecificd quantities, and at fixod prices, The State prescribed working methods, 
specified th t materials vere to be uscd, and rationed these materials. Thus, 

in plaec of private capitalism, Strate Capitalies cane int> beince 


Under State Capitolism, instend of the separate organization ¢f the bmurgeosic 
there now flourishes 2 united orcaniz-tion, the state organizations Down to the 
tino cf the war there existed in any capitalist country the State organization of 
the Bourgoosie, and thore -lso existed scparately fra: the State larre nunbers of 
bourgeois organizations, such as syndicates, trusts, sccietics of entreprencure, 
lancownsrs' organizetions, politio.l parties, journalists’ unions, learned socicte 
ios, artists clube, the church, sscietics for the clercy, Boy Scouts, ami Cacct. 
Corps (white euard organiaxtions of ywth), private detective bureaus etc, Under 
Svvte Capitalisu sll these segzarate orecnigntions fuse vith the bourgeois states 
Shey become as it vere, State departionts, ond they ror in accordance with a 
gensral plan subject to the "hich commands in the mincs and factories thoy do 
whatevor is ordered by the Generrl Staffs; they presch in the churches whetever rill 
be useful for the robbers of the coneral staff; they write in the nevepapers undcr 
the orders of the general staff; their pictures, their booke, and their poems arc 
crodueed under the orders of the gone-al staff; they invent mchinory, veopons, 
poison gas etc; to nest the needs of the conernl staff. Im this rammer the whcle 
of life is nilitsrized in order to sceure for the bourgeossic the contimed reecipt 
of its filthy lucre, 


State capitalism signifies an enormous accession of strencth to the creat douree -: 
eosie. Just as under the terking-close dictctorship, in the Werkers State, the 
working class is more powerful in proportion ar the Soviet authcrity, the traic 
unions, the Communist rarty otee, werk wore harmoniously tegether, so uncor the 
dict-tirship of the bourgeosie, the capitalist class fe strong in proporticn to the 
success with which all the bourgesis orgenizations vork together. State capital- 
isri, centralizing all these organizations, converting them all into the instiu~ 
nents of a single, united orgenization, contributes immensely to the power of 
capital, Bourgeois dictatorship attrins ite climax in State capitalism. 


State capitalism flourished during the war in all the large capitalist countries, 
In Ts.rist Ruesia too, it began to mke ite way ( in the form of var incustry 
cormittcos, moopolice cto.) Subscmiently, however, the Russian bourgeosic, 
alariied by the revolution of March I917, became afraid lost productive industry 
should pass int: the hands of the proletorict tepether + ith the Stete authority. 


’ 


3 § 
For this recsm, aftor the March revolution, the bourcoosie did not merely re- 
frain fri attoupts t> orernize production, but positively sabstarcd industry. 


We sec that State Cspitalisu, for frou putting on ondto exploitation, actually 
inercnses tho power of the bourgeosic, WNoverthéless, the Scheidermnnites in 
Gormany, snd social solidsrians in other lends, have ccntendec, thet this Proed 
labor is sscinlism. ..8 som, thoy say, as cyerythine is in the hands of the State, 
Socialis wil] be realize’, They f2il to sec that in euch a eyster: the State is 
not a proletarian State, since it is in the honde of those who are the rmlicicus 
and deadly enemies of the proletori-t. 


State Capitalism, uniting ani creenizing the bourceosic, increneing the power of 
Capitalism, has, of courses, creatly weakened the working class. Under State Cacie 
talisis, the workers heoime the white slaves of the caritrlist Statce They vere 
deprived of the right t> strike; they were mobilized and uiliterized; everyone - 
vho raised his voice against the wr wes heuled before the courts ani sentenced 
a traitor. ‘In isany countzics the workers were deprived of all freedas of nevee 
mont, be ine forbidden te tronsfor fra one ‘enterpriec t> «nother. "“Freo" ware 
workers vexG¢ reduced to serfdom; they wore (rored t2 perish on the battlefields, 
not on behe.lf of their om cause twt cn behalf of that of their enenics. They 
were doomed to work themselves t> de th, not for their ovm sake cr for that of 
their conreces or thdr children, but for the sake of thoir OPPresecre.s 


From the ABC cf Ccormmnien 


by 
Bakhsrin on Preobreshensky 
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Fart I 
Naturo, Function end Foliey of the 


Revolutionary Farty of the Torkting - Class 


» The question concerning the poticy if the party is cf essontinl inportance and 
is inde clesr in connection tith the history of conflicting tendencies and ainus 
that occured in the scoond and third Inteructioncl. Ib is not to be thoucht 
that such a question is of an aclitioal and derived n ture, in the sense that 
groups cwaplying vith the doctrine and pl-tfor., may urintein and apply methodcs 
differents in the action, ¢ven rith records to cosurl events, withcut contradict= 
“ing such basege. To dismss prblens concerning the n-tare and nection of the 
party eens t9 pass from tho ground of critie-1 interpretstion of social events, 
into thet o@ the influence which -n cctively vic rking foree my exert upon such 
events, This tronsition represents the most inportant nd delic-te point of the 
whole Marxist system and «as inesrted in Marx? erly scyings:" thilosophare hevc 
done nothing but intcrpret tho vorld til nov, the rmatter is of chenging it at 
last," and from the weapon of the critique, to the critique of wesponst, such 
@ change, froa tierc knowledre into working c.cticn, shall be intondec, according 
to the method of ainlectionl mterilisii, in a vay quite different fra th-t of 
the followers of traditionz. idcologice. linny a tine it ras suitable to the bi 

_ Spponcnts Ff Comamism to turn to their account theoretic Narxist knowledge, in 
order to damage and rev>ke its consequences for xction ond strapric, or clsc, 
on the other hond to feign to adhere to the practice of tho proletarion perty, 
but to confute amd reject its critical bases of principle. In -1l these e-ses 
the devintion vas the reflection of anti-lirrxist ond counter-revolutioniry in- 
fluences, iad it displryed itself in tho crisis which ve indiocte for snke of 
bricfncsas, with the n-isc of opportunism, Frinciples -nd doetrincs do not exist 
by themselves as a foundrtion arisen and leid before the netions the letter as 
well as the former arc engendercd ina prralicl procesre I$ ts tho emeurront 
uaterial intercsts which procticaliy drive sociei sroups into strucele and it is 
fraa the action 2risen from such mtcricl intercete that oricin~tce the theory 
which becones the peculinr p-trinuony of the portye Altering the ratio of inter- 
eete, the incentives to the action ani the practicnl -4ine of the letter, the 
Whole doctrine of the party is chenred and deformed. To think thot the latter my 
become sacred and untouchable, on acemnt of ite codification in a progremaatic 
tuxt, and of a strict organizative and disciplinery framework of the orpenisu of 
the party, and thercfore the varicd end mmeorours 2ims ami mancuvers in the tactie 
eal action can be alloved, means not to understand in a lierxist renner, what irs 
the exact problem t) be erlved in order to ect to the choice of soGnods of Betin, 
Vo rotwrn to the evaluation of determinism, Do social events cerciop by uncon- 
troliabie forces, civing vise to diffo-ent ideologies, theorics onc opinions of 
men or rey they be modified by a more or less conscious humm will? ‘te cucstion 
is facoa by the proper mcthod of the proletericn perty, by removing the traci- 
tion. ideclogienl bases at the roct alwayt referring $9 the sinuglo ind iricas2 
fclgning to solve the question on behalf? of the individucl and then of @ecucing 
its solution on behalf of the sseinl vhole. Traditionally ,»the cotReckissy warths 
other metaphysiesl abstraction which fs the eceiety of menkinds “hile, from 

‘the Merxist view point it is a concretely, dcfinite eroup of individasls who 
in a given cireunstence hive the sce intercsts wing to their sccicd relation 
ships, owing to thetr place in the procuction an’. eoonouys eroupe of indivicusls 
which are just styled classcs. Be ing mucros, tic socin] clarscs which him 
history contains, there ecnnot be solved in a ssn eencric wry the problem cone 
Copning their skill of undcrstanding exactly the process wherein they live, ond 


i 


of exerting a cortain influence influence upon it. Every historic] class has 
had its am perty, systom of xpinions antl propaganda, Evoryone hae pretended 
with cqual insietonee t> intorpret cxactly the sense of events 2nd to be able ta 
dircet them towards a morc % loss vacuely e-necived Sin. -Marxis: affords the 
criticism and cvidence of 211 these probiems, proving th-t the voried ideological 
cenéraligntions were the reflection of the ecnditicons snd interests of the strace- 
ling classes upon opinions, In this continuws alternation, of which tho weter ial 
interests aro the enmses, the oroupe of men organized in parties ond class orcon- 
isms of the State aro the protagonists, the solitical and philosophical schocle 
arc the oxterior traits, Belar opportune, the sccinl ccnditions of its forna~ 
tion, the modern proletarisn class will present (teelf «ith new aml superior cope 
acitios, beth ac for posresnion of a rorl method of interpreting the vhole his- 
torical movement, and as for concrete efficacy of ite action of social and polie 
tieal strugcile in influencing tho general couree of this movencnt, This other 
main concept was expressed by the Marxists vith the sayines not lees knom and 
Cinssicils" The focialist revolution represcnts ‘ne tr nsition from the werid of 
necessity int> thet of ?recdon, The sattcr is not tc put the question in the 
commonplace tra@itional terms, whethcr ram is free in hie wild or determine: by 
the euviromicnt, whether 2 class and its party hove conscimenese of their nictor= 
ieal wission, whether it is fra: this theoretic consciousnese thet it deriver the 
power t9 attain tho puragss,cf a cenerl iuprovenmt and whether they arc deiven 
inti strugcle, success/or vhsuccessfully by superior or unkown forcce, First of 
all, we imst ask ourcelves of what clusses «nd partics is thoppottem: whet are 
their relation in the fisld of the fxrces of production ond powers cf tha State, 
what is the historio phase gone throuch ond the ome left to co throuch, sccording 
to the results of the critical analysis. -.coorcing to the doctrinc of rolicious 
schools, the f-ctor of cvents is mtsite of rrn in the cresting divinity tht acs 
est-blished everything nd even thouchtof cranting wan s certoin freedon for which 
“he is t2 answer ina future lifes, It 14s 1\¢11 known tht such a posing of the prob= 
lem of will and determinism is rejected by the liarxist cnolysie. But also the so- 
lution of the beurceois philosophy with its claims of enlightening criticisn am 
its illusion to hove removed every erbitrary and revealed presupposition, stencs 
likewise deceptive, for the problem of action is alwaye reduced tc a proportion cf eat 
subject and object and the starting-point, in the anciont end recont varsions of 
the various ideslistic systems, is found in the individusl subject, in the Eco. 
It exists only in the working of his thoughts nd ie next turne@ into the inta~ 
vention of this ego on nature ant society, « Hence arises the political ont 
juridical lie of the burmsois system for which men is free, and as a citizen, is 
entitled to-rmnace public affairs ond therefore his om interests accordinre to the 
opinion arisen in his nin!. The Marmist interpretation of history end hurm ace 
tion, if it has therefore rejectsd the interrension of every transcenteas influ- 
enos and revealed word, har urset the bourcoois scnems of frecdom aut vill of the 
individual, proving hav it is his néods snd intorests that orig¢inuets hie moven 
and action and how his opinions and beliefs ani what is called concin:snc 
only as 4 resuit of the most coupltentec influences. Trulgy, the problem is well 
Planned and its solution oon be faced whon, fra. the metephrsical cmeept of cm 
Ciousnoss and will of the oro, we got into the real and sedontific one of the thoo- 
retic kuovledge of tha historic ond political action of the clase perty. ‘This 
solution is of first importance for the moverent ant perty of the modeen prele= 
tariot.e 
To be continrer 
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